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ABSTRACT 
These reflections on Anglicanism are necessarily drawn mainly, although not 
exclusively, from my experience in the Diocese of Southwark. They explore five 
features which have most struck me about Anglicanism: its Civility, Humanity, 
Intellectual Integrity, Pastoral Flexibility and its Institutional Captivity.  
 
To some extent these features are rooted in English culture not simply in 
Christian faith. And some are shaped by pragmatic rather than purely theological 
factors.  Nonetheless, I do believe that at least the first four of these features 
have an essentially theological basis. The fifth, viz., the status of the Church of 
England as an established church, seems more problematic. 
 
Precisely because of the growth of intolerance and fundamentalism in today’s 
world the first three of these features are particularly needed. Sadly, they appear 
also to be under threat in some parts of the Anglican Church. 
 
Finally, where it seemed relevant, I have made comparisons with the Roman 
Catholic Church. 
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